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PsALM Xxi. 2. latter part. 
Thus tg ven of pure ol ns ed 
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2 T cannot at any FREY can- 
* not, however, at the preſent 
ſeaſon, have eſcaped our obſer- 
vation, that there is a ſtrong 

propenſity in the human 
mind to be affected by external appearance. 
This propenſity is ſo great, that an addreſs to 
their ſenſes is often the moſt efficacious me- 
thod of fixing uſeful principles upon man- 
kind. Their imagination muſt be ſpoke to, 
as well as their reaſon; and their paſſions 
be engaged by the diſplay of an outward 
pomp. Such perſons, therefore, as have 
beſt underſtood the nature of the mental 
frame have always contrived, by ſome ſplen- 
did inſtitutions, to. enforce the ſentiments 
they wiſhed: to inculcate on their fellow- 

A 2 cCrea- 
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creatures; 4 if the matter W we 
Ln too far, their conduct in this reſpect 
ld highly reaſonable and proper. 

The experiment is the moſt dangerous 
where it has unhappily been the moſt ap- 
plied; and that is, in religion. As religion 
is entirely an inward thing, there is the ut- 
moſt hazard in joining much magnificence 
and ceremony with it; and, in fact, the 
connection has been ſucceeded by fatal con- 
ſequences, in all ages: for while men have 
regarded the ſhadow, they have forgot, the 
ſubſtance; while they have been bufy in 
diſcharging the viſible forms of worthip, they 
have overlooked the genuine, ſubſtantial 
piety and goodneſs which can alone be a- 
CT the ſight of God. 42 

But in tempotal concerns a large hight 
of external grandeur may be uſed without de- 
triment ; nay, it will be found peculiarly 
advantageous in carrying on the purpoſes of 
ſociety. It is abſolutely neceſſary, in order 
to anſwer the ends of government, that 
ſome perſons be inveſted with an authority 
to execute the laws, and to perform the 
other ſervices 1 * welfare of the 
ſtate 


Os IJ 

DP 
ſtate requires. Now, as they ate only beings 
of the ſame kind with ' ourſelves, and not 
naturally endowed with greater power and 
- wiſdom than the reſt of the human race, 
they would not be attetided to, and obeyed, 
unleſs they were clothed with an outward 
ſplendor. * It hath, therefore, been the inva- 
riable policy of public communities to render 
their magiſtrates, and eſpecially their ſu- 


preme magiſtrates, venerable in the eyes of 


the people, by every mark of diſtinction. 
Nations have conſtantly | taken care to'adorn 
their rulers with all the pompous ehſigns of 
eheminence; with numerous attendants, 
magnificent robes, and the moſt ſolemn 

teſtimonies of reſpect and ſubmiſſion. _ 
Beſides the general majeſty ufually diffuſed 
around the governors of a country, it is wiſe- 
ly appointed that they” ſhall be treated with 
particular inſtances of regard and homage, 
when they firſt enter upon their offices. 
This is more eminently the caſe with rela- 
lation to ſovereign princes, who, in all ages 
and parts of the world, have received a ſo- 
lemn inveſtiture of ther dignity, and the in- 
We; — 
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veſtiture has been accompanied with the ut= 


| moſt diſplay of grandeur. 


Such a ſcene is ſhortly to be preſented to 
us, in the coronation of a Britiſh king ; and, 
as it is a ſubject which almoſt wholly en- 
groſſes the public attention and converſation, 


I imagined it might not be improper to ſug- 


geſt ſome thoughts which, both while we 
behold it and afterwards, may render it an 


improving, as well as an entertaining, fight. 
As to the Plalm from which the text is 


taken, ſeveral commentators refer it to the 


Meſſiah, and others ſuppoſe that it only ce- 


lebrates a ſignal victory which David obtained 


over his enemies. Without entering into 
theſe enquiries at preſent, we cannot help 


obſerving how exactly and beautifully moſt 


of the expreſſions uſed by the royal poet 


may be applied to the ſituation of our own 
excellent monarch. Thus in the firſt 
verſe, © The King ſhall joy in thy ſtrength, 
« OLord, and in thy falvation how greatly 


< ſhall he rejoice !” May not this be juſtly - 


aſſerted concerning GEORGE the Third? 
Hath he not abundant reaſon to joy in the 
ſtrength of the Lord, which has been  il- 

* 
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luſtriouſly manifeſted in the ſupport of his 
throne ? Hath he not had repeated cauſe to 
rejoice greatly in the ſalvation of God, which 
has appeared in beſtowing upon his arms 
ſuch various and important ſucceſſes? We 
might here direct your attention to a number 
of delightful and glorious events which have 
filled our hearts, and the heart of our ſo- 
vereign, with gladneſs. We might bid a 
ſeries of exploits and acquiſitions paſs in re- 
view before you, that cannot be paralleled 
in our hiſtory, and can ſearce be equalled in 

the hiſtory of any country. Many of them, 

indeed, were performed under the adminiſ- 
tration' of our late moſt valuable prince; but 
they were not, on that account, the leſs 
bleſſings to his preſent majeſty ; fince they 
enabled him to come to the crown at a time 
when it was not only firmly eſtabliſhed, but 
adorned with peculiar circumſtances of proſ- 
perity and honour. Moreover, ſince his ac- 
ceſſion to the royal dignity, the reduction of 
Belleiſle, the conqueſt” of Pondicherry, the 
taking of Dominique, and the advantages 
obtained in Germany, have furniſhed ample 


eauſe for his triumphing in the power of Je- 
hovah, 


KS 
hovah, and exulting mightily i in the provi- 
dential appearances of the ruler of the world, 
The Plalmiſt goes on, 1 in the ſecond verſe; 
< thou haſt given him his heart's deſire, and 
< haſt not with-holden the requeſt. of his 
lips: words which our monarch has ſeen 
fulfilled in ſeveral pleaſing inſtances.” He 
has ſeen them fulfilled in the things we have 
juſt mentioned; in the illuſtrious victories 


that have attended his arms in the different 


quarters of the globe. He has ſeen them 
fulfilled in the entire poſſeſſion which he 
has of the. affeQions of his people. To 
reign in the minds of his ſubjects, as well 
as to exerciſe an external authority over them, 
muſt be extremely deſirable to any ſovereign 
who underſtands wherein his true glory con- 
fiſts; and this felicity GRoROꝝ the Third en- 
joys. in its complete perfection. The voice 
of faction and diſcontent is no longer heard 
in the land, Al] ranks and conditions, all 
ſes and parties concur in ſtriving to mani: 
feſt the warmeſt loyalty to his perſon, and 
the ſteadieſt attachment to his government. 


Happy * and happy nation 55 
e 


191 
* whom the moſt agreeable mutual confidence, 
eſteem, and love, are found to ſubſiſt 
A late auſpicious event has afforded ano- 
ther delightful inſtance in which God has 
given to the king his heart's deſire, and 
<« hath not with-holden the requeſt of his 
« lips.” What can a young and virtuous 
monarch more naturally wiſh than to have 
an amiable conſort; who ſhall ſhare in the 
honours, and alleviate the burthens of the 
crown; introduce the ſweeteſt enjoyments 
of private and domeſtic life, amidſt the 
hurry and magnificence of a court ; and 
adminiſter the proſpect of tranſmitting 
his name, his dignity, and his accompliſh- 
ments to his poſterity? Such was the bleſſing 
our ſovereign ſought for, and providence has 
gracioully anſwered his petition. Providence 
has ſent him a princeſs that, we truſt and 
elieve, is adorned with the moſt valuable 
endowments ; a princeſs who will charm the 
ſoul, and brighten the days of her royal 
huſband ; who will ſtill further increaſe the 
happineſs of Britain. | 
Do thou, O indulgent parent and manager 
of _ world, ſmile upon the union of 
B GEORGE 
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GroRGE and CHARLOTTE. Do thou ren - 
der it the ſource of every felicity to them- 
ſelves, and their ſubjects. Do thou ſhed 
upon them the choiceſt of thy favours; lead 
them on in the path of righteouſneſs; com- 
mand peace and pleaſure to attend their 
ſteps; grant them to live in proſperity an 
glory; and, aſter a courſe of many years, 
may they be ſucceeded by a race, who 
ſhall inherit their virtues, and equal their 
renown ; who ſhall ſhine with diſtinguiſhed 
honour in their day, as the ſupports of the 
national weltare, and the guardians of En g- 
liſh liberty. | 
David adds, in the third verſe, © Thou 
“ haſt prevented him with the bleſſings of 
* thy goodneſs: an aſſertion which we have 
the ſatisfaction of ſeeing accompliſhed, in a 
monarch- who enjoys the vigor of health, is 
| ſurrounded by a numerous train of affecti- 
onate relatives, is poſſeſſed of an accompliſhed 
queen, reigns in the hearts of his people, 
- is ſerved by able and faithful miniſters, be- 
holds his arms victorious; and ſees, in the 
| midſt of a great and expenſive war, his coun- 
try Ss united and happy. 


The 
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The Pſalmiſt, after reciting the text, ob- 
ſerves, in the fourth verſe ; © He aſked life 
e of thee, and thou gaveſt it him, even 
« length of days.” As our king is in the 
flower of his youth, we cannot apply this 
paſſage to him, with certainty; but we hope, 
thro' the divine mercy, that it will hereafter 
be completed: we hope he will be preſerved 
to old age, and that every year which'rolls 
over. his head will increaſe his abilities, his 
graces, his dignity, and his felicity. 

The ſacred author adds further, in the 
fifth and fixth verſes; * his glory is great in 
« thy ſalvation, honour and majeſty haſt 
e thou laid upon him. For thou haſt made 
« him moſt bleſſed for ever; thou' haſt 

e made him exceeding glad with thy coun» , 
« tenance.” Juſtly may we uſe theſe 
phraſes, when we conſider the high rank 
our ſovereign ſuſtains, among the princes 
of the earth: when we reflect that he is the 
ſupreme governor of a nation fo large, pow- 

erful, and proſperous; a nation which a- 
bounds in wealth, agriculture, manufacures, 
and commerce; which is diſtinguiſhed for 
ſcience, literature, taſte, and politeneſs ; R 

B 2 which 
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which poſſeſſes ample territories in the 
remoteſt parts of the globe; which is the 
unrivalled miſtreſs of the ſeas, holds the 
chief place among the ſtates of Europe, 


and is the moſt illuſtrious ſeat of civil and 


religious liberty that ever exiſted. 

The reaſon aſſigned, by the royal poet, 
in the ſeventh verſe, for the happy condition 
of the perſon he is ſpeaking of, deſerves, 
likewiſe, particular attention. © For the 
“e King, faith he, truſteth in the Lord, and 
* thro the mercy of the moſt High he ſhall 
not be moved. Such is the character of 
our monarch, who in all his public decla- 
rations has been careful to do honour to 
providence, and to teſtify his dependence 
upon the eternal God; and who is univer- 
fally allowed to have an uncommon attach- 


ment to religion and virtue, We may, 


therefore rationally expect that, thro the be- 
nevolence of heaven, his felicity will not 
be ſhaken : for the way of piety and righ- 
teouſneſs is the ſureſt way to the divine pro- 

tection and favour. 
I have purpoſely enlarged on theſe things, 
becauſe the conſideration of them renders 
2 the 


-, 
the ceremony of the coronation peculiarly 
pleaſing. If it had been performed in a 
ſeaſon of public diſtreſs, or under a prince 
who had no accompliſhments to recommend 
him to his people, the grandeur of the pro- 
ceſſion and ſervice would not have driven 
away anxiety from a thoughtful breaſt. 
There have been times when the nation co- 
vered the fincereſt grief under the maſk of 
joy, and trembled with the apprehenſion 
of a tyrant, while it received a ſovereign : : 
but, in the preſent caſe, there is every cir- 
cumſtance that can * us exult in the prof- 
pet. = 

Let us now return back to he text: © thou 
te ſetteſt a crown of pure gold on his head.” 
Theſe words are probably uſed in a figurative 
ſenſe, and relate to the honour which the 
perſon ſpoken of ſhould poſſeſs. But be this 
as it may, I ſhall only take occaſion from 
them to point out ſome meditations which 
the ſight of the approaching 228 may 
ſuggeſt to our minds. 

In the firſt place the view of the corona- 
tion may lead us to reflect on the general 
felicity of belonging to a regular govern- 

* ment. 
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ment. It undoubtedly ſhews that we are in 
a ſtate of ſociety ; and in a ſtate of ſociety 
which is advanced to a high degree of ſtabi- 
lity, refinement and ſplendour. Now, it is 
certainly, a great happineſs to be members of 
an eſtabliſhed community ; and to live un- 
der the adminiſtration of a legal authority. 
Anarchy is the worſt of human conditions, 
and produces, in every reſpect, the moſt 
dreadful conſequences. In that caſe, there 
is no order, no peace, no agriculture, no 
commerce, no arts and ſciences; none of 
the advantages, conveniences, and improve- 
ments which give the true reliſh to our exiſ- 


tence. It is government alone that places | 
us in the poſſeſſion of theſe things; that is 


the parent of ſecurity and tranquility ; and 


enables us to enjoy our wealth, our relatives, 
our families, and the other bleſſings which 
providence hath conferred upon us. Accord- 
ingly, God has impelled us to ſociety, by the 
firſt principles of our frame; and fo adjuſted 
the conſtitution of the world, that we can- 
not poſſibly anſwer the ends of our being, or 
obtain any tolerable felicity, without uniting 
together for mutual ſafety and defence, and 
putting ourſelves under the direction of ma- 

giſtrates 


[ 25 
giſtrates. ad laws. Unleſs we were mem- 
bers of a public community, we ſhould be 
abſolute ſavages, and our fituation would be, 
in the higheſt degree, uncomfortable, gloomy, 
and miſerable: ſo that the conſummate be- 
nevolence of the deity is abundantly mani- 
feſted in his affording a thouſand demonſtra- 
tions of his intention that we ſhould join in 
ſocial life. The moſt defective and partial 
forms of adminiſtration are better than the 
ſtate which has uſually, tho very unjuſtly, 
been called the ſtate of nature. As, there- 


fore, the magnificent ceremony ſhortly to 
be exhibited plainly. ſhews that we belong 


to a regular government ; that we are fa- 


voured with rulers, whoſe office it is to diſ- 
penſe juſtice, and to provide for the general 
fecurity ; it may engage us to contemplate 
on our happineſs in this reſpect. 

Secondly, The view of the coronation may 


lead us to reflect on our particular felicity, 


in poſſefling the benefits of the Britiſh con- 


ſtitution, That it naturally ſuggeſts this 


thought, is apparent from. its defign : for 
it is not in England, as in many other coun- 
tries, a mere act of oſtentation, a vain-dif- 

"7 
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play of external pomp. It is not the inyet. 


titure of an arbitrary monarch, who hereby 


declares that he has an incontroulable power 
and dominion over his ſubjects. No, in theſe 
delightful lands, the crowning of a king is 


a very important tranſaction, wherein the 


welfare of the nation is deeply concerned. 
It is a ſolemn ſervice that confirms our liber- 
ties, and in which the prince engages, in the 
preſence of God, and by the moſt awful 
ſanctions, to adhere to the laws, to rule in 
juſtice and mercy, to preſerve inviolably the 
rights and privileges of the people, and to 
maintain the purity and freedom of the pro- 
teſtant religion. It is performed in a manner 


calculated to make the ſtrongeſt impreſſion 


on his mind; and is attended with the moſt 


ſerious and affecting offices of devotion. The 


coronation, therefore, affords a public de- 
monſtration of the excellence of our govern- 
ment; and we ſhould not conſider it in its 
proper light if it did not engage us to me- 
ditate, with gratitude and joy, on our hap- 


pineſs in being favoured with a conſtitution 
that doth not permit its ſovereigns to exerciſe 


a tyrannical authority, but which raiſes 
15 "FFF them 
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them up on purpoſe to be the guardians of 


the common welfare, the protectors of the 


facred cauſe of freedom; and endeavours to 
enforce their duty upon them, and to render 
them the fathers of their country, by every 
poſſible obligation. 

Indeed, our felicity, in this reſpect, is ab- 
ſolutely unparalleled. If we examine the 
moſt celebrated plans of power, the moſt 
enlarged ſyſtems of policy that have taken 
place in ancient or modern times, we ſhall 
find none fo admirably adjuſted and com- 
pounded as our own ; none that eſtabliſh 
ſecurity, liberty, and ſocial bliſs,” on equally 
folid and extenſive foundations. Athens, 
Rome, Carthage, Venice, Holland, Sweden, 
would in vain pretend to compare with Bri- 
tain. Britain holds out a form of adminiſtra- 
tion to the admiring world that does honour 
to our nature ; and which ſhews what abun- 
dant bleſſings and glory may accrue to man- 
kind from a wile ſet of laws, and a judiei- 
ous diſtribution of the ſeveral ray > ons | 
ment. | 
It is our advantage, likewiſe/w live at a 
pede when our conſtitution is at the height 

C 2 
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of its perfection and ſplendour : when it has 
acquired ſtability and improvement, from the 
wiſdom, the labour, the ſtruggle of ages; 
when it has been excellently new modelled, 
by the revolution ; when it has been re- 
eſtabliſhed by the acceſſion of the houſe of 
Hanover; and when it continues to be headed 
by the princes of that illuſtrious family. 
While, therefore, O! my countrymen, you 
behold the auguſt aſſemblage of your ma- 
giſtrates, your counſellors, your nobles, and 
your monarch; contemplate upon-your hap- 
pineſs, in being born at this delightful æra; 
an æra, which, for every valuable benefit, 
whether of a Civil or religious kind, cannot be | 
exceeded in the hiſtory of the world. As 
the proceſſion moves along. in - venerable 
pomp, or while you ſee the magnificent ſer- 
vice performed, lift up your hearts, with 
thankfulneſs, to that God who has put you 
into a molt pleaſant land, and called you to 
the poſſeſſion of a moſt deſirable heritage. 
Thirdly, The view of the coronation ſhould 
lead us to reflect on the loyalty and allegi- 
ance we owe to our ſovereign. The coro- 
nation is, ** a ſolemn and open 
| teſti= 


. | 
teſtimony of the right which he has to the 
throne ; and conſequently it is a teſtimony 
of the duty and ſubmiſſion we are bound to 
pay him. Accordingly, ſome centuries ago, 
when the ſtate of things was very unſettled, 
and there were often different competitors 
for the ſupreme government of the nation, 
it was uſual for the ſame king to repeat this 
ceremony ſeveral times; in order the more 
effectually to teach the people where their 
reſpect ſhould be offered. On the like prin- 
ciple is founded the ancient, tho now need- 
leſs cuſtom of a champion, who ſhall aſſert 
the title of the reigning prince. We know, | 
moreover, that it is an eſſential part of the 
ſervice for the nobility to do homage to the 
monarch ; to declare that they become his 
liege-men ; to kiſs his cheek in token of re. 
verence; and to exhibit, by the act of touch- * 
ing his crown, a public promiſe that they 
will ſupport it, to the utmoſt of their power. 

As to the common ſpectators, tho they 
are not required to witneſs their tealty by any 
| particular inſtitutions, or preſcribed forms; 
yet it is expected of them to ſhew every 
poſſible mark of their regard to their ſove- 


C2 reign ; 
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teign: nay, it is certainly one leading de- 
ſign of a coronation that the ſubjects in ge- 
neral ſhould teſtify their loyalty, As this is 
its intention, ſo it is admirably calculated to 
produce the purpoſed effect; for the fight 
has a natural tendency to make a ſtrong im- 
preſſion on the mind, and to fix upon us 
the ſentiments of loyalty. When we be- 
hold the magnificent ſcene, we ſhall not be 
filled with a noiſy, a riotous, and a thought- 
leſs joy. No, our hearts will be ſtruck ; we 
ſhall find our reſpe& and affection to the 
King ſtrongly excited ; and perhaps the tears 
will flow from our eyes. Nor let us be 
afraid of indulging, or aſhamed of having 
indulged, the emotions of our Souls : for 
the regard we bear to Gon the Third, 
is not a blind devotion offered to a tyrannical 
- maſter; but a juſt tribute to a prince under 
whom we partake of the higheſt bleſſings. 
It is a juſt tribute to a prince who has begun 
his reign with the happieſt omens ; who 
inherits the. integrity and mercy of his an- 
ceſtors : and who claims the additional 
glory of being a munificent benefactor to 
literary merit, a generous patron of ſcience, 
| taſte; 
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taſte, and the fine arts. The obedience we 
pay him is not inconſiſtent with the moſt 
ardent concern for the cauſe of freedom, but 
flows directly from it; for the more enlarged 
our notions of government are, and the 
warmer the zeal is We have for liberty, the 
more ſteady and ardent will be our attach- 
ment to the houſe of Hanover, which hath 
afforded us a ſucceſſion 1 ſuch excellent 
monarchs. . 

Fourthly, The view of the coronation may 
lead us to contemplate on the vanity and in- 
ſtability of worldly grandeur. However 
pompous the proceſſion may be, however 
auguſt the ceremony,” however joyful its oc- 
caſion, the ſurvey of it will naturally raiſe 
in the breaſt a thought upon the emptineſs 
and uncertainty . of human things. I be- 
lieve a ſenſible and ſerious mind cannot be 
preſent at a gay, a brilliant, and a numerous 
aſſembly without being ſtruck. with the re- 

flection that, in a little time, the ſplendid 
appearance will be over, and the perſons 
who. compoſe it laid in the ſilent duſt; while 
a new ſet of mortals ſhall ſpring up in their 
unn, who, like thoſe that have gone before 
| | them, 


out merit; and if the 
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chem, ſhall flutter and ſhine, the itiſedts of 


their day. | 
What is this mighty ls the 
expectation of which ſo much engages our 
attention? It is calculated, indeed, to an- 
ſwer ſome valuable purpoſes: but is it not 
entirely of an external nature? We ſhall 
ſes coſtly robes, glittering jewels, royal ſcep- | 
ters, imperial diadems, and all the pomp 
of greatneſs. . We ſhall fee the magiſtrates, 
the judges, the honourable orders, the coun- 
ſellors, the principal clergy, the ladies, the 
nobles; and the chief officers of the land 
march along, cloathed with the moſt va- 
lued enſigns of their dignity. We ſhall ſee 
the Queen and the King attended and inveſt- 
64 with every mark of grandeur which it 
is in the power of majeſty to procure. But 
have theſe circumſtances, which fo eminent- 
ly diſtinguiſh them from the common herd 
of ſpectators, any real intrinfic' worth ? No; 
chey are circumſtances that may ſubſiſt with- 
perſons adorned with | 
them were poſſeſſed of no other accompliſh> 
ments and ornaments, very contemptible and 
wretched would be their condition, with 
Ale. whatever 
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whatever ſplendour they may ſhine in the 
eyes of their fellow- creatures. The moſt _ 
potent monarch does not derive his true luſtre 
from the multitude of his guards, the rich- 
neſs of his dreſs, the number of his courtiers, 
and the brilliancy of his crown; but from 
his inward graces and virtues, which "ſhall 
ſpread a brightneſs around him, infinitely ſu- 
perior tothatof gold, andpearls, anddiamonds. 

The glory of the approaching ceremony 
will be tranſitory, as well as external. We 
are aſtoniſhed at the preparations made for 
it; and yet it is only the pageant of a day, 
What eagerneſs is there to behold it! and 
how ſoon will the ſight be at an end! This 
mighty ſcene, which, at preſent, is the 
thought of almoſt every heart, and the 
theme of almoſt every tongue, which ſeems 
to put the whole kingdom into motion, will 
be no more-than the work of a few hours, 
The evening will ſee it diſſipated and gone; 
and, in a little time, no traces of it will be 
left, but what exiſt in the memories and the 
records of mankind. _ F 

Such, indeed, is the ſtate of all terreſtrial 
objects. Nothing below is formed for a laſt- 


ing 


| ! 
ing duration. The moſt exalted ſtations and 
characters are not exempted from the ſame 
doom that awaits the meaneſt of the ſons of 
Adam. The train of the great, the rich, 
the honourable, and the nobles, who form 
ſo magnificent a proſpect, will, ere long, be 
diveſted of their boaſted diſtinctions, and 
mix, in the grave, with common duſt. 
This too will be your fate, O! ye mo- 
narchs, however potent, however excellent, 
however beloved. When you walk along 
that venerable place where you receive the 
ſolemn inveſtiture of your dignity, you ap- 
proach near to, if you do not tread upon the 
aſhes of your anceſtors ; thoſe anceſtors who 
formerly aſcended the altar with the ſame 
ſounds of muſic k, the ſame croud of attend- 
ants, the ſame joyful pomp. Like them, 
alſo, you ſhall once more viſit the ſacred 
dome, and viſit it with the moſt affecting 
enfigns of melancholy ſplendour: but your- 
ſelves will be inſenſible of the gloomy mag- 
nificence with which you ſhall be attended; 
for you will only come there to be depoſited, 
a lifeleſs carcaſs, among your predeceſſors. 
* Doth the crown, faith Solomon, endure 
ta 
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t to every generation?” No, it is continually. 
| paſling from one head to another. I have 
« ſaid, ye are gods; and all of you are chil- 
* dren of the moſt High.” Ye are gods, 
in terreſtrial majeſty and preheminence. 
The higheſt human power is yours. By 
commiſſion from you it is that the affairs of 
government are tranſacted. Vour authority 
reaches to all the parts and ſubjects of the 
ſtate; and gives the legality, force, and 
vigour to the adminiſtration of its concerns, 
It js by virtue of your appointment that 
counſellors and publick officers watch over 
the intereſts, and carry on the buſineſs, of 
the community ; that the judges determine 
cauſes, diſpenſe juſtice, and puniſh male- 
factors; and that inferior magiſtrates execute 
the matters of their reſpective departments | 
and diſtricts. The fleets and armies of the 
kingdom are your fleets and armies. At 
your command it is that they go out con- 
quering and to conquer; and yours is the 
glory accruing from their ſucceſſes. You are 
. the authors of war and peace; and are, in a 
great meaſure, the arbiters of the fate of 
nations. Ye are gods, likewiſe, in the abt- 
rd  - 3h lity 
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lity and opportunity of doing good. It is in 
your power to relieve the wants of the de- 
ſerving; to raiſe modeſt merit from the ſhade 
of obſcurity; to perform works of general 
uſefulneſs; to ſupport and encourage the 
Kiences, the arts, manufactures, and com- 
merce; to cauſe righteous judgment to pre- 
vail in your territories ; to bid freedom lift 
up her head in triumph; to let religion diſ- 
play herſelf in her native ſimplicity, purity 
and beauty; and, in a thouſand and a thou- 
_ inſtances, to adorn and bleſs the life of 

But notwithſtanding your high pre- 
— and mighty influence, ye ſhall die 
like men: ye ſhall die like the pooreſt ſubs 
jects in your dominions; and may ſay, with 


as much propriety as the beggar, to cor- 
** ruption, thou art my father, and to the 


* worm, thou art my mother, and my ſiſter.” 
Ye ſhall fall, alſo, like one of the princes : 
ye ſhall fall like the princes who have gone 
before you. You ſhall follow the Alexanders 


and the Cæſars, who made the earth to.trem+ 


ble, and did thake kingdoms. . You ſhall fol: 
low. the Trajans, the Antonines, and the 
5 who were the delights of man- 

| | kind, 
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| kind, and the patrons of liberty. Your 
ſplendour, your dignity ; nay, your ' moſt 
lovely accompliſhments, your nobleſt virtues; 
will not avail to rene you from the _ 
of death. 

But while we are refle@ting on the 5 
of terreſtrial grandeur in its beſt eſtate, let 
ps not forget to transfer the thought to our 
pwn Caſe. Let us remember that we who 
{hall be ſpectators of the approaching ſcene 
are periſhing creatures, and that before an- 
other ſcene of the ſame nature is preſented, 
we ſhall, probably, be laid in the tomb; 
and our places filled up with beings yet un -· 
born- When we ſurvey the vaſt crowd 
around us, and are ſtruck with the ſurpriz 
ing exhibition of human faces, let us call to 
mind that there is an infinitely more mime» 
tous and important aflembly in which we 
ſhall meet; an aſſembly that will compriſe 
all the inhabitants of the globe, from its 
formation to its diſolution; an aſſembly 
which will include myriads and myriads of 
angels; and wherein our eternal n. 
* * ming. Gs: 44 
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-  Fifthly, The ſight of the coronation may 
direct our view to a kingdom that never fails, 
and to the honours and glories of the hea- 
venly manſions. It was the cuſtom of our 
Saviour and his apoſtles to draw divine in- 
ſtruction from the objects around them, and 
the occurrences of life: nor can we act a 
wiſer part than in attempting to imitate them, 
in this reſpect. They have, in particular, 
taken ſeveral of their metaphors from tem- 
poral dignities; have ſet before us the un- 
fading ſplendors, the immortal diadems of 
the celeſtial ſtate; and have exhorted us, in- 
ſtead of placing our regard upon tranſitory 


diſtinctions, to ſeek for the exalted pr 


- ments of the new Jeruſalem. 

Leet us, therefore, when we ſurvey the 
1 diſplay of earthly pomp, endeavour 
to raiſe our thoughts to nobler things. Let 
us aſcend, in our imaginations, to the brighter 
ſcenes that ſhall be exhibited in the realms 
of eternity. The kingdoms of this world 
are perpetually changing, and their grandeur 


ſpeedily vaniſhes. Many famous republicks, 


many ſtates which once were eminent for 
arts and arms; many powerful, celebrated, 


Y 


1291 

and extenſive empires are no more. Thus 
too will it be with the moſt flouriſhing com- 
munities that now ſubſiſt. But there is a 
kingdom which is ſtrictly and properly ever- 
laſting, and the honours of it are ſuch as 
cannot die. The dominion of Jehovah con- 
tinues the ſame, thro endleſs generations; 
and the glories he will confer on his faithful 
ſervants ſhall run parallel with eternity itſelf. 

It is, likewiſe, the happineſs of the divine 
government that the promotions of it are 
open to all who are willing to become qua- 
lified for them. None are excluded, but 
ſuch as exclude themſelves, by their negli- 
gence, their rebellion, and their impiety. 
There is room for every candidate to obtain 
the height of his wiſhes : nor will the low- 
neſs, of his birth, or the poverty of his cir- 
cumſtances, be'a bar to his- preferment. 
The advantages of the future world are not 
diſpenſed according to outward diſtinctions, 
but inward worth. The meaneſt perſon 
who ſhall be a ſpectator of the coronation, 
and perhaps ſtand expoſed to the inſolence 
of petty office, ſhall, if he be a real fon 
aorta (ING eee WER a luſtre- infi- 
nitely 


— 
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nitely ſuperior to that of the man of the 
greateſt dignity; who is not poſſeſſed of the 
ſame virtues. ' There are none of us but 
who with the aſfiſtances of the goſpel, the 
exertion of our "chriſtian diligence, and the 
bleſſing of the Almighty, may become 
prieſts and kings before God, even the Fa- 
ther. There are none of us but who may 
attain to a crown. of righteouſneſs and ſal- 
vation, which cannot fade away. O glorious 
object of laudable ambition! Let us purſue 
it with a zeal proportioned to its value, 
If we ate ſo happy as to arrive at the hea- 
venly marifions, what a glorious proſpect 
ſhall we then behold! We ſhall behold a 
proſpect that will caſt an eternal diſgrace 
upon human ſplendour. We ſhall behold 

the wiſe, and good, of every age; and of 

every. nation. We ſhall behold the patri- 
archs, who were eminent examples of piety, 
in their day; the prophets, who revealed the 
ſchemes of providence ; the apoſtles and e- 
vangeliſts, who propagated chriſtianity with 
unſhaken fidelity and fortitude ; and the 
martyrs who were ſlain for the teſtimony of 


ys We ſhall behold all the ſincere fol- 


towers 
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lowers: of the Redeemer 3-and all abs. 

cording to the light they were favoured with, 

adhered to the dictates of their duty. We 

| ſhall behold the philoſophers who endea- 

voured to illuminate the underſtandings, 

and regulate the diſpoſitions, of their fellow- 

creatures; the heroes who bravely fought 

for the liberties of mankind z- the law-givers 

who founded their inſtitutions on the public 

„ welfare; the patriots who ſtruggled to pre- 

ſerve their country from ruin; the magiſ- 

trates who governed in the fear of God; and 

the princes who were the fathers of their 

people. We ſhall behold, perhaps, the in- 

habitants of worlds that we have no concep- 

tions of in the preſent life. We ſhall behold 

che innumerable company of angels, thoſe 

exalted ſpirits that, in ſo many different and 

inexpreſſible degrees of grandeur, fill the 

court of heaven. We ſhall: behold the ga- 

viour ſeated on his throne of unſpeakable 

majeſty. We ſhall behold the peculiar re- 

ſidence of the moſt High; that place where 

the eternal Deity affords the neareſt and 

brighteſt diſplays of his perfections. 
2 - IN | | LTD Nor 
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Nor ſhall we only behold this auguſt, this 
wonderful, this divine aflembly, but make 
a part of it ourſelves. We ſhall be entitled 
to a ſhare in its honours and joys. Crowns 
of unfading bleſſedneſs and glory ſhall en- 
circle our heads, and we ſhall reign for ever 
and ever. Surely there are none who hear 


me but what are animated with the warmeſt 
deſire to be ſpectators of ſo magnificent and 


delightful a ſcene! Surely there are none who 


would grudge any labour, any difficulty to 


obtain the proſpect of it, and to partake of 


its dignaties ! 

Thus have I pointed out ſeveral. —_ 
vations which the view of the coronation 
may ſuggeſt to our minds: and if theſe ob- 
ſervations be attended to, we ſhall not ſee 
it in vain. It is poſſible that, confidered 
merely as an exhibition of human pomp, it 
may not give us the high pleaſure we are 
ready to imagine, There is ſomething in 
outward grandeur that will always be defi- 
cient ; ſomething which rather fatigues than 
fatisfies the ſoul : for it is not in the power 
of external objects to fill the capacities of an 


immortal ſpirit. Nevertheleſs, if we are 


care- 
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careful to ſurvey the approaching ceremony 
with the contemplations we have mentioned, 
it will be an uſeful and a noble fight. 
To draw towards a concluſion; ſince it 
appears, from what has been faid, that 
many agreeable circumſtances are attendant 
on the preſent coronation, and that the ſtate 
of the kingdom is truly delightful, let us 
render the fincereſt thankſgivings to the in- 
finitely benevolent Being who is the author 
of our happineſs. That God is the fountain 
of all our enjoyments is, at once, the dictate 
of reaſon and ſcripture. To him we are in- 
debted for the charming fituation in which 
we are placed. He it was who planted Bri- 
tain in the world, and encompaſſed it with 
the waters of the ſea, He rendered it a 
_ pleaſant and fruitful abode. He peopled it — 
with inhabitants who were ſtruck with the 
love of liberty. He hath manifeſted him- 
ſelf,” again and again, in our favour. He 
has given us to liveinithis poliſhed and en- 
lightened age. He hath added firmneſs and 
vigour to our conſtitution ; and has raiſed up 
a ſucceſſion of princes to be the faithful 
geuardians of our civil and religious rights. 
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To him then kt us addreſs our praiſes : 5 
him let us addreſs, the warmeſt  acknow- 


ledgments of hearts that are touched with 
the deepeſt, the moſt pious, and the moſt 
gag ſenſe of his goadneſs. - a 

With our thankfulneſs, let us join our 
fy pplications to the ſupreme governor of the 
univerſe for the continuance of our bleſſings. 
That there is no abſolute dependance upon 


temporal things, all perſons will be ready to 


acknowledge; and thoſe will have the ſtrong 


eſt feeling of it who have looked the furtheſt 
into the hiſtory of the world, Human cha- 


raters are not ſo fixed as to admit of no al- 
teration; human proſperity is changeable ; 


human life may be cut off, in a moment. 


It is not every beautiful morning which is 


ſucceeded by an entirely bright and uncloud- 
ed day. When, therefore, our proſpects 


are the moſt ſmiling, and the moſt certain, 


let us ſtill remember the nature of preſent 


objects; and look up to God, with earneſt 
petitions for his accuſtomed protection, and | 
with: humble truſt in his future mercy, 

In order.to exerciſe our reliance upon the 
Deity with the greater ſecurity and fatisfac; 
tion, 


1 | 
tion, tw do what we can to perpetuate the . 
benefits conferred upon us. This providence 
hath; in ſome meaſure, put into our own 
power, by annexing important conſequerices 
to our behaviour. Hence we ſhould each of 
us be ſollicitous, in our ſeveral capacities, to 
contribute towards the welfare of our coun- 
try. We ſhould cheriſh thoſe principles of 
liberty that have been the foundation of our 
glory; ſtrengthen the hands of our "rulers; 
preſerve an unſhaken loyalty to our ſove- 
reign; and diſcharge, with en the 
duties of our reſpective ſtations. 
. Laſtly, we ſhould be careful to alle | 
the general practi of © piety and goodneſs. 
This is the moſt effectual way of ſerving our 
native land: for righteouſneſs, both in its 
natural tendency, and as-it engages the divine 
favour, exalteth a nation; while ſin is the 
reproach, and, according to the degree in 
which it prevails, the ruin of a people. 
Whatever they may think of themſelves, 
the perſons who are proflagate in their lives, 
and debauched in their manners; who throw 
contempt upon religion; and looſen the ob- 
ligations of it, by encouraging a diſregard to 
e | another 
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